
Treating Substance Use Disorder: 
Drug Diversion and Treatment Program

� e mission of this new program is to emphasize rehabilitation 
and treatment over incarceration. Individuals addicted to opioids 
have the opportunity to receive comprehensive, community-based 
treatment as a primary response to help them become successful and 
productive citizens, rather than serving jail time. 

Saving Lives: Distributing Overdose Reversal 
Kits as Clinical Tools

Beginning January 27, 2017, Partners is distributing over 1,700 
Opioid Overdose Reversal Kits to substance use disorder treatment 
agencies, especially facility-based crisis workers, mobile crisis 
workers, and jail liaisons, to be used as a proactive clinical tool. 

Each kit contains two doses of Naloxone HCI, an instruction card, 
a mask for rescue breathing, and emergency contact information. 
Naloxone, o� en known by the brand name NARCAN®, is a safe, 
non-toxic substance used to reverse overdoses from opioids like 
prescription pain killers or heroin. 

“We know people with substance use disorders are at high risk of 
overdose when they are getting out of jail or a treatment facility,” said 
Lynne Grey, Mental Health and Substance Use Disorder Utilization 
Management Manager for Partners. “Nobody chooses to become 
addicted, and nobody can choose recovery if they are dead.”

Understanding Addiction: Partners Health 
Summits

Partners hosts educational conferences, called Partners Health 
Summits, for hundreds of health care providers and community 
members on opioid addiction, awareness, prevention, interventions, 
and treatments. We are dedicated to providing this training free-of-
charge to help the community understand how to confront North 
Carolina’s opioid epidemic.

Confronting the Opioid Epidemic

Serving Burke, Catawba, Cleveland, Gaston, Iredell, Lincoln, Surry, and Yadkin Counties

In North Carolina, prescription opioids were the 
cause of more than 50 percent of medication or drug 
poisoning deaths in 2014, according to NC Public 
Health’s Injury and Violence Prevention Branch.

That’s why Partners is developing programs and 
interventions to save lives and help people begin the 
journey of recovery.

Confronting the Opioid Epidemic

91
people die in the US every day 

due to prescription opioids* 
*Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
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Providing Employment: Certifi ed Peer Support 
Specialist Training

Starting in March 2016, Partners began o� ering free Certi� ed Peer 
Support Specialist training to help people recovering from addiction 
� nd employment. Peer Support Specialists help others navigate the 
publicly-funded health care system to get the services and support 
needed. � is training develops Peer Support Specialists who are well 
equipped to work with other professionals on a treatment team or at 
any mental health or substance use disorder agency. 

“From once upon a time being a consumer to someone working in 
the behavioral health � eld and serving others, I have been able to do it 
thanks to a lot of opportunities through Partners,” said a participant. A recent graduate receives his certifi cate after 

completing the training program.
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Partners Health Summits provide 
opioid addiction training for health care 
providers and community members.
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